
 

Genesis 
How to have Hope in Hard Places 

Message Summary 
Genesis 37–50 shows that God brings 
hope in hard places. Through betrayal, 
injustice, and years of uncertainty, 
Joseph remained obedient. God used 
his pain to shape his character and save 
many lives. Even when we can’t see 
God’s hand, we can trust His heart—
because He works all things for good. 

Key Scriptures 
Genesis 37:23-24 
“So when Joseph came to his brothers, 
they stripped him of his robe—the 
ornate robe he was wearing— and they 
took him and threw him into the 
cistern. The cistern was empty; there 
was no water in it.” (He was then sold 
into slavery, and eventually the house 
of Potiphar, one of Pharaoh’s officials) 
 
Genesis 38:2  
The Lord was with Joseph so that he 
prospered, and he lived in the house of 
his Egyptian master. 
 
Genesis 41:41-43 
So Pharaoh said to Joseph, “I hereby 
put you in charge of the whole land of 
Egypt.” Then Pharaoh took his signet 
ring from his finger and put it on  
Joseph’s finger. He dressed him in 
robes of fine linen and put a gold chain 
around his neck. He had him ride in a 
chariot as his second-in-command,[and 
people shouted before him, “Make 
way!” Thus he put him in charge of the 
whole land of Egypt. 
 
Genesis 50:20  
You intended to harm me, but God 
intended it for good to accomplish 
what is now being done, the saving of 
many lives. 
 
 

 

Start Talking 

Find a conversation starter for your group. 
 

• Share a time when something bad in your life eventually turned 
into something good. How did it change your perspective?  

• Watch this week’s Sermon Refresh: Here (Available Monday’s) 

 Start Thinking 

 Ask a question to get your group thinking. 
 

• Please read the Key Scriptures on the left. 

• Joseph acknowledges both his brothers’ responsibility and God’s 
sovereignty in Genesis 50:20. Why is it important to hold these 
two truths together? 

Start Sharing 
Choose a question(s) to create openness. 

• What detail from Joseph’s story stood out most to you this 
week? 

• Joseph’s life shows how God can bring good out of evil. Where 
have you seen God redeem broken circumstances in your life or 
in someone you know? 

• Jesus is the greater Joseph who conquered sin and death 
forever. How does His victory give you hope in the “hard 
places” you face right now? 

• What does Romans 8:28 look like lived out, not just quoted, 
amidst pain and suffering? 

Start Praying 

Father, when life feels unfair or uncertain, help us trust Your heart. 
Grow hope in us through obedience. Give us courage to forgive, 
strength to persevere, and faith to believe You are working—even in 
our hardest places. Amen. 

Start Doing 

What’s one step you can take this week to live with hope, believing 
that God can bring good even from what others meant for harm? 

 

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLrCZqN0AiJLNar9_L4pgtMFXIYwiREePg

